
Higher Education
Colleges & Universities



Key aims

• Understand the difference between studying at a 
college and a university

• Understand the link between Level 3 and Higher 
Education qualifications

• Understand what support is available to you in Higher 
Education and how to access it

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly touch on the aims of the session



Do you remember what comes after FE?

Secondary Education
(Year 10 and 11)

Further Education 

? Education

Academic

Vocational

Work based

Grades 1-4

Grades 5-9



Level 4 and above is Higher Education!

Year 10 and 11
(14-16)

Year 12 and 13
(16 - 18)

Post-18



On the following slides you’ll 
see a statement about Higher 
Education.
You need to decide if it is true 
or false.



You can only get a degree at a 
university.

False

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are also a range of Higher Education qualifications besides a degree – like Foundation Degrees, HNCs and HNDs. No matter what a students interests or aspirations, there will be a Higher Education option which is a good fit for them. 
They can find out more about the different Higher Education options in the Inclusive Transitions resource.



You can only go on to Higher Education if you’re 
a high achiever in school, with loads of Grade 
8’s, 9’s and A’s

False

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If students don’t quite have the grades for the course they’re looking at, they may be able to take a Foundation Year. This is an additional year added to the start of the degree, designed to get students to the required standard and ensure they have the right knowledge. There are over 300,000 degree courses across the UK, with entry requirements at every grade profile 




You can live at home and attend Higher Education 

True

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you choose to go to a local university, you’ll be able to live at home or in student accommodation – whichever is the best fit for you 




You can study how to manage a theme park as a degree 

True

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No matter what a student is interested in, there will be a degree for them. 
There are over 30,000 courses in the UK, so whether they’re interested in something really broad like English, or something really niche like theme park management there will be a course for them. �Examples of niche courses include Baking Technology Management, Applied Golf Management, Contemporary Circus and Surf Science: https://www.mezzino.com/mezzino/the-strangest-and-most-niche-university-courses-in-the-uk/ 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Screenshot of the course page for Visitor Attraction and Resort Management at the University of Staffordshire- ask the students if they are aware of any famous visitor attractions there (Alton Towers!) This course includes several work placements.



A degree can help you get a job…

True

But you still have to put the work in!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many jobs now require a degree but aren’t prescriptive about which degree – they are more interested in the skills you’ve achieved by completing the degree than the specific subject knowledge you’ve gained 
Graduates typically out earn non-graduates, but students should research this more specifically as the figures would be very different for Physics graduates than Music graduates for example. 
Some professions such as Medicine and Law do require specific degrees so students need to be aware of this when they apply.



A tutor checks each piece of work before you 
submit it to be marked.

False

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasise to the students that university is a more independent learning experience, so they will need to take more responsibility for their own learning. For example, no one will be there to remind them about deadlines and they may lose marks if they fail to submit work on time without informing their tutor. However there will be some general support available if they ask for it. E.g. study skills tutors. 




How is Higher Education 
different to school?



Lectures Seminars Tutorials

How do you learn in Higher Education?

Lab / workshop Work placement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask the students which of these settings they are familiar with (usually this will be seminars and labs). Explain how it might be different in a lecture or a tutorial.



9.00 am – 10am Lecture

10am – 11am Coffee and catch up with friends

11am – 12.30pm Lecture

12.30pm – 1.45pm Lunch with friends

1.45pm – 2.00pm Walk across town to seminar room

2.00pm – 3.00pm Seminar

3.00pm – 5.00pm Library – reading for seminar tomorrow

5.00pm – 6.00pm Play basketball

6.00pm – 7.00pm Go to Asda

7.00pm – 8.00pm Cook and eat dinner

8.00pm – 9.30pm Work on essay due in next week

9.30pm – 11.30pm Pub quiz with friends

Typical day

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk the learners through what a typical day may look like for a student in HE. Are there any surprises/ big differences for the students? How is this different to their lives now? Feel free to personalize this with your own schedule!

You could describe differences here with your own routine, maybe you have less/more contact hours, what you do in your spare time etc…



College

• Smaller environment

• Local – less commute

• Wider range of vocational 

level 4 and 5 courses

• Don’t usually offer 

accommodation

University

• More academic and social 

opportunities

• Wider range of academic 

courses (level 6+)

• Opportunity to live away 

from home if you want to

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can study for an HE qualification at a college or a university. Level 6+ qualifications are called degrees. Discuss the differences between studying at a college vs university. Sometimes people like to stay at the college they completed their level 3 qualification at.



Degree Apprenticeships

• Some employers offer apprenticeships where they will 
pay for your degree.

• You will study part time and the employer will choose 
your course and university.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We spoke about apprenticeships in the last session. You can also do a degree apprenticeship, but you will need a level 3 qualification first. Again you can find degree apprenticeships on the Be More website.



Making Informed Course Choices

• Some degree courses ask for specific level 3 qualifications

• E.g. Medicine = A levels in Biology and Chemistry

• Sometimes the courses require specific grades. 
-  Look at page 15 of the resource. 
-  What do you notice about the grades for Law?

• Choose a different course and find out what the entry 
requirements are at each university.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The learners might wonder why we are discussing Higher Education this early. It’s because the choices they make for Further Education, will impact what they are able to do Higher Education. If they change their mind later about what they want to do later, that’s okay, but in some cases it may mean they have to go back to do a different level 3 qualification.

If it’s too complicated for them to complete the task on page 15 individually, they could do it in pairs, or you could do it as a whole group. What they should get from this is that no matter what qualifications they get, there are still options for them in HE if they want to attend.



What kinds of support might you need to 
study or live in a new place (page 20)?

Mental Health 

Financial Careers Advice

Medical

Accommodation

Library Services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of support from L to R, T to B : 
For most young people, attending HE will be the first time that they have had to be independent, but there are lots of ways they can be supported with this.
Money advice: Support students with budgeting and ensuring they’re accessing the full financial support package
Careers: Can offer practice interviews, jobs fair, networking opportunities and careers guidance
Accommodation: Can offer adaptations based on needs, for example ground floor accommodation for students with mobility issues or quiet accommodation for students with sensory issues 
Wellbeing: Provides counselling, mentoring and in some cases diagnosis 
Libraries/study centres: Provide study skills workshops and guides on how to use the library, to enable students to work as effectively as possible 
Student health: Each university has a linked GP service and usually a pharmacy on campus 




Disabled 
Student 
Allowance

• Money to help with 
extra costs you may 
have as a direct result 
of your disability or 
additional needs

• Up to £26,948 a year, 
depending on what 
support you need

• Apply early!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Disabled Students Allowance is a component of the Student Finance package designed to help with extra costs students might incur because of a condition that impacts their day-to-day life. Unlike with Student Finance, how much they receive is not dependent on their parents’ income. Students should be encouraged to apply for DSA if they think they may be eligible, as the support can be comprehensive, but take up is low. It is also important that they apply early (they do not need to have their acceptance letter) so that the correct support can be put in place for September. The whole process usually takes 6-8 weeks.



Here are some of the reasons why 
someone might receive DSA:

Severe eczema

Anxiety

Physical disability

Visual impairment

Dyslexia

ADHD

Autism

Heart condition

Depression

Dyscalculia

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are lots of things that the learners may not consider to be a disability, but they can receive the DSA for. Essentially it’s anything that will prevent them from being able to study easily. For example, if they have eczema and are studying chemistry, they might need additional protective equipment to cover their skin.



Disabled 
Student 
Allowance – 

What does it 
pay for?

• Practical Support Assistant
• Exam Scribe
• 1-1 Study Skills Support Worker
• Proofreader
• Note taker
• Sighted guide
• Sign Language Interpreter
• Accommodation adaptations, etc, etc!

• You can find out about what each of these roles 
involves here: 
https://www.barrybennett.co.uk/nmh/role-
descriptions.php

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DSA can pay for a variety of things depending on the needs of the student. Visit the link to explore what some of the roles on the slide are. As well as person led support it may also pay for ergonomic chairs, photocopying costs, transport, etc


https://www.barrybennett.co.uk/nmh/role-descriptions.php
https://www.barrybennett.co.uk/nmh/role-descriptions.php
https://www.barrybennett.co.uk/nmh/role-descriptions.php


What did we do today?

Go to page 2 and tick off:

• 5 – What are my Higher Education options?
• 19 – University vs College
• 20 – What Support Is Available
• 21 – Disabled Students’ Allowance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prompt the learners throughout the exercise- this is your opportunity to understand how you can support them!



Visit our website:
shaping-futures.org.uk

@ShapingFutures_

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Shaping Futures website contains more information about Student Finance, Post 16 Pathways and the additional support students can receive in Higher Education. Please encourage students to visit this.
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