Who are
Shaping Futures?
Who we are

Shaping Futures is the Uni Connect partnership based in the Liverpool City Region. Nationally, the
Uni Connect programme aims to contribute to reducing the gap in Higher Education between the
most and least represented groups. We work to equip learners to make informed choices about
their Higher Education options and minimise any barriers they may encounter which limits them
in achieving their potential.

What we do

We provide high quality, impartial, information, advice, and guidance activities to support students
in making informed choices and fulfilling their potential. We provide support to learners at all
stages of their education journey, from GCSE options to UCAS applications and support for adult
learners considering a return to education.
Through our Strategic Outreach work, we also work with local stakeholders to meet local needs
and ensure learners can build the skills needed for future success in education and employment.

Our Framework

Our work contributes to a comprehensive, stable careers programme, which each activity
designed with the Gatsby Benchmarks in mind. When designing activities, we use the Shaping
Futures Progression Framework, to ensure our work supports learner development in a
comprehensive, cohesive manner. If you would like a copy of our Progression Framework, or to
find out more about how it can be used, please contact us.

“For me gaining this useful knowledge provided me with so much hope for my future,
even more so than I had before! Discussing the values within the NHS constitution and
tips and tricks in how to ace interviews with healthcare employers and Universities is one
of the many aspects of the session which made me realise how glad and grateful I was
to be on the Taster Day! I can’t quite put into words how phenomenal the day actually was!
One other thing that I don’t quite think many students actually realise as well, is how fantastic
Shaping Futures are and how much support and advice they provide! Whether it be help with
personal statements or work experience placements or taster days, they are beyond a helping
hand!”
Student who attended a shaping futures event

Monitoring and
evaluation
How it works

We are required to report on our activities and the learners we deliver to, in line with guidance
from our funding body. To do this, we collect information from the learners we work with,
including their name, DOB and home postcode. For priority schools, we can do this through the
data sharing agreements these schools sign each year. For other schools, we offer two options:
students can complete a data collection form for each activity or schools can opt in to a data
sharing agreement. The method of data collection must be agreed before the activity can take
place.

Evaluation

Shaping Futures are committed to ensuring that we are delivering the most effective activities
possible, and as part of this we collect information on the impact of our activities through a range
of evaluation methods, including pre and post activity surveys, teacher feedback and interactive
methods such as quizzes and webinar polls.

If you have any questions about what we do and how we
can work with you please visit our contact us page.

Shaping-Futures.org.uk
admin@shapingfutures.info

